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News

Mourning Becomes Gerash

Black covers streets and people. Streets are teeming with
sorrow, and especial nocturnal activity. Sour are the tears that
run on and on, and the shoulders that bear the beatings of the
chains of grief. Mourning notes fill the air, day and night:
“O Shi’ites! Slayed is the King of Karbala/ It’s the Month
of Mourning”

But Moharram is not only a month to mourn, but also a
time to engage in social activities.
There is no mosque or Husseinyeh
with a closed door; and there is no
neighborhood without a religious =~ Ghafoori
community of its own. Charity
stations are set up; and homes become
prayer-houses. Men and women find an opportunity to share
their grief and their stories; and children and teenagers, to
enter the circles of grown-ups and to learn to socialize.

Islamic Development Organization says there are forty-
two religious communities in Gerash and its rural areas.
Some of them engage in traditional forms of mourning, like
“sineh-zani” (slapping the chest with one or both hands) and
“zanjir-zani” (hitting the shoulders with small woven chains);
some others arrange religious meetings and sermons; and still
some others value the cultural and educational activities. The
popularity of these communities and the diversity of their . : E
activities reflect the multi-layered influence of Moharram on |- - ﬂ g

-

our society today.
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