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Old Wine in New Goblet

“Besides religious and social aspects, Ashura has a lot
to bestow on aesthetic and artistic levels. Muslim artists
have tried through the ages to employ all their faculties
to enliven the mission of Imam Hussien.” Thus asserts
Mohammad Ali Shamohammadi, a graduate of Dramatic
Arts and the manager of an exhibition named “The Sun’s
Narrative”, which was on display in December in central
park of Gerash. This is the second
time he arranges this exhibition by
the collaboration of Haft Berkeh
Cultural Institute, and he does not
reject the possibility of his moving
it further next year to other cities in
Iran, for instance Kish or Shiraz.

The exhibition centers on eleven tents, in each of which a
lifelike but motionless tableau shows one of the high points
in the narrative of Karbala. The tableaus are staged by the
use of properly-garmented manikins, some props and
landscape pictures, and the voice of a narrator and some
actors that complete the story of each set.

“We tried to employ elements of various dramatic genres
in this work, including radio show, Ta’zieh and Shabih-
khani (both of them forms of traditional religious theater),”
explains Shamohammdi about his innovative approach,
“and this proved to be very impressive and touching for
the viewers.”
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