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Long Live
Sacrifice

Traditional-mythical beliefs never change
in content. They only change forms.
Spilling animal blood has been a way to
keep clear of adversities and misfortunes;
giving alms does the same thing.

When a few sudden deaths, suicides and
mortal car crashes coincided with a few
robberies in the first half of this year in
Gerash, people urged the police for more
security. But as the incidents grew in
number and size, a lot of people turned to
more traditional methods.

Three weeks ago, Abdollah Nezami
placed a glass box in front of his shop in
order for the citizens to drop their notes as
monetary alms in it. Nezami hoped that in
two or three weeks, the amount of money
that is gathered will be enough for his
program. In less than two weeks his wish
came true. He said that nearly 6 thousand
dollars was gathered.

Accordingly, in the Friday morning of
13th of September, four cows and a
camel were sacrificed, and their meat was
distributed between needy people as alms
to prevent these misfortunes. The cows

» Masoud Ghafoori
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were killed in four important places; two
in the two beginnings of Gerash, and the
other two at the center of the city. The
camel was killed in Kovand area, in the
road to Lar.

Also on the 11th of September in another
part of the city three goats were sacrificed
precisely for the same reasons. There has
been a lot of disputes about the right or
wrong aspects of these sacrifices.
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