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Masoud Ghafoori

Hail to Surprise

Last Sunday, January 19, heaven’s
surprise soared to its climax when
hailstone fell over Gerash. It was years
since this phenomenon had sailed away
from the sky. In that afternoon, Gerash
had 13 millimeters of rain, which raised
the total amount of rainfall to 100.5
millimeters in the agricultural year,
beginning from mid-September until this
date. In the same period, the two larger
villages of the county have seen even
better days: Arad has 141.3 millimeters
of rainfall, and Fedagh, 134.5.
According to Mahmud Azar-aein,
Gerishan’s meteorology expert, more
rainfall in the near future is predicted,
although the anticipated drop in the
temperature has not come about yet.

But the hailstone was not the only
climatic surprise of this year’s winter.
For several days in the middle of January,
a thick mist, which sometimes lasted up
until 10 in the morning, lowered on the
whole region. This caused disorder in
flights and other transportations, and the
usual course of life was disrupted.

Not a lot of people complained. For the
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people of a dry area hit by drought for
several years, these climatic phenomena
are concomitant with the promise of a
happier spring, and better still, with the
hope of a more comfortable summer in
which they are less concerned with water
shortage. They are already enjoying the
cool weather and looking for seasonal
vegetation in the outskirts of the city.
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