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I taught myselfto draw ata young age, when my mother kept me locked in aroom with very little light.
She said this was for my own good—if I was kept in the dark, I would never be afraid of it. So with

my charcoal, I drew blind. I slid my drawings under the door for her, and when she and Papa left on
outings, I drew them on wide paper sleeping in their bed, and spread the picture over their mattress.
They would find this when they arrived home, and me curled like a cat at the foot of their bed.
Sometimes, Papa would become angry and hit me. Other times, he would lift me up and carry me to
my own bed. He did not notice that I also painted their diseases.

Once, deep into his illness, my father stumbled into my room and saw me painting him and mother. He
saw the black animal I had drawn in place of his intestines. He called me a witch. He said I had done
this, had put a spell on him and made him ill. I could not tell him he was wrong because he hit me in the
ear and there was a ringing that caused me not to speak.

But it made me feel powerful, that he would think me capable of that. The lie and his belief in the lie.
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