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»Masoud Ghafoori

The Eighth Sun
Shined in Gerash

Going on a pilgrimage to Imam Reza’s holy
shrine (PBUH) in Mashhad is one of the most
dear and enduring memories in the minds
of most Gerashi people. Even a vicarious
experience of this pilgrimage, a reminiscence
of the beautiful religious feeling, would be
extremely valuable to them. “The Eighth
Sun”, a symposium dedicated to Imam Reza
(PBUH), the eighth Imam of Shiites, that was
held in Gerash from August 1 to 12, was
intended to create such an experience.

The holy shrine was recreated using plateaus
and big pictures all around the yard of Hazrat
Abolfazl mosque, so that the spectators would
feel that they are inside the shrine when they
entered the mosque. Most of the rituals that
are familiar to every pilgrim to Imam Reza’s
shrine were also reproduced in the mosque.
Beside this artistic maneuver, the symposium
hosted a number of speeches by clerics and
scholars, and many other religious programs.
Mohammad Ali  Shamohammadi, the
director of Sun’s Narrative Religious Institute
which schematize and presided over the
symposium, said in an interview: “We have
been working on the project for more than
four months. It is completely coordinated with
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the administration of the holy shrine of Imam
Reza (Astan Quds Razavi) in Mashhad, and
is actually a continuation of a country-wide
parade called ‘Under the Sun’s Grace””.

Some words and expressions in this news story:
Pilgrimage: & )Ly

holyshrine: j4lasps >

symposium : yioles

rituals : ol « ol

Sun’s Narrative Religious Institute :
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Under the Sun's Grace : a,uéo g5 aslus 105
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