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CAROLINA, HIMAND.US

Although we didn't altogether agree, we told him yes, when he asked—Carolina was
pretty, maybe the prettiest woman in town. We couldn’t tell him the truth; he was in love,
and none of us wanted to be the one to dispel the illusion. A year later he married, and
children appeared, along with rumors. When asked again, we replied as before. No way,
we said : she had not betrayed him. How could we tell him the truth? We were his world,
and couldn’t admit we’d made the most ofhis loose, less-than-attractive, dim-witted wife.

Forty-three years later she died. We approached at the wake as he wept without cease;

we told him again we did feel his loss. She was indeed a good person, a saint, we agreed,
opting for the cliché¢ . Still weeping, he told us each the same thing, more or less : that he’'d
seen through our lies, he’d understood from the start, and allowed it because we were his
friends. It wasn’t our fault she was such an astonishing lover.
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