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Thursday’s the only day my father allows late-night TV—heknows tales of terror captivate
me, and Hitchcock shows are my favorites. Together on the sofa, he in his pajamas and
I in my night shirt, we sit silent an hour, devoted to different ends, me to pleasing myself
with twists and turns of terror onscreen, he to scaring himself with its pleasures.

When the program is over, we exchange the usual comments, and the fake goodnights.
Fake, because every Thursday before I've been in bed for ten minutes, he appears, timidly
asking if he can join me. Of course I accept. Holding him, I feel his body tremble, feel
the unfaltering fear that keeps him from sleeping alone in his room after Hitchcock. He
presses his body tight into mine and we drift off immediately. It's lovely, each morning,
waking before he does, feeling his heat, our legs intertwined, hearing his hoarse,
arrhythmic breathing, seeing him cushioned in sleep with such expertise.

I'am fourteen, and I have heard of perverted fathers, perverted girls. But in me no doubts
exist: mine and his is a thing apart, a pocket of pure and sublime in a corrupt world, a
magnificent moment untouched by sin.

And I stroke him until I see he’s awake, despite the closed eyes, and then closing my own,

feel a hand grazing, discovering, and feel the lips grazing, discovering, and eyes closed,
feel a body explore and discover, explore and discover, explore and discover.
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