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“What are you thinking?” her husband asked her.

In their twenty years of marriage he had never asked her that.

She was still recovering from today’s bad news when the doctors admitted that every treatment they
tried for her husband had failed; tonight would turn out to be their last night together.

They had gone to bed silently—considerate of blankets, gracious about space. Their reading lights
bestowed on them two separate hellish haloes, though she could tell by the tilt of their books they
were both unable to read. The clich¢ “each in their own thoughts” made her acutely aware of just
how separate they were and soon would be forever. All that he had observed, read, and felt would
be taken from her. His architect’s eye, his impish laugh, his long fingers, his closet full of silly ties he
thought no one suspected were clip-ons. His life taken from him.

Before his question, her gaze had wandered to his bedroom closet—repository of those silly ties.
Slightly larger, her own closet was halfway down the hall outside their bedroom door. His closet
would soon be hers. It was as plain as that.

“What are you thinking,” he asked again.

It was the worst moment of her life, except the moment of his death. Stricken she turned to him, to
his thin face against the white pillow, his tattered hair, and without considering for a second telling
him the truth, she lied.

But he knew exactly what she was thinking. He had followed her gaze, and read her mind. So why

had he asked? Maybe he wanted her to know that outliving him was simply the way she would be in
this world.
She can’t remember what she told him, but she recalls her immense relief at how generously he

accepted it and reached for her hand. Clearly he had already imagined her skirts and sweaters and
scarves drifting from the hall to his bedroom closet, her shoes and boots meandering their way to the
closet’s floor, her blue silk bathrobe hanging where his once hung—on the door’s high, brass hook.
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