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The Mayor of the Sister City Talks to the Chamber
ofl
Commeree in Klamath Falls, Oregon
By Micheael Marfome
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“It weas after the raid on Tokyo, We children were told to
Stern’s Micro ;o laass g 99 ooy il

collect seraps of cloth, Anything we could find. We picked
over the countryside; we stripped the scarecrows, |
remember this remnant from my sister’s obi, Red silk suns
boumced like balls. And these patches were quilted together
by the women In the prefecture. The seams were waxed as if
to ke the stitches rminproofl, Instead they held air, gasses,
anl the rags billowed out into balloons, the heavy heads of
chrzanthemums. The balloons bohbed g the soldiers
attached the bombes. And then they rose up to the high wind,
so many, like planets, heading into the rising sun and COWEPY
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1 had stopped translating before he reached this point, 1let The o2 QLM.J u}’)u .'Ls| J“J&M
his words fly away, It was a luncheon meeting, 1 looked 5 BB Qe Wil
down at the tables. The white napkins looked like mountain
peaks of a range hung with clowds. We were high above
them an the stage. [ am yvonsel, the fourth Amcrican
generation. Four is an unlucky number in Japan. The old
man, the mayor, was irving to say that the world was knit
togetler with threads we could not see, that the wind was a
bridge between people. It was a hat day. [ fald these beat
businessmen about children long ago releasing the bright
balloons, how they disappeared ages and ages ago, And all
af them looked up as if to cateh the first sight of the balleons
returning bo earth, o bright serap of joy,
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