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Chantler,Ashley ed. An Anatomy of Chester:
A Collection of Short-Short Stories. Chester,
Chester Academic Press, 2006.
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Peger Blafr o

He has often seen her here, but has never looked at her. She is past the
age at which women become invisible to young men.

She is feeding a pair of mute swans; an armada of raucous mallards
keeps its distance. A single brown female dabbles in the shallows; she
upends to graze on submerged reeds, lofting a patch of glossy purple.
A skydiving drake glissades towards her, hooded in green velvet.
Ducklings skitter across the surface, plucking dancing specks form the
evening air.

The woman ignores this display, intent on the still swans. “Just
wonderful, aren’t they?”

He doesn’t know if this is meant for him, and can’t be sure he hasn’t
imagined her voice; it is as if a familiar statute has stepped off its plinth
and begun softly to sing. But he makes the usual phatic noises. They
exchange commonplaces and grace notes, stare silently into dark
glassy orbs set either side of a black knob on an orange bill, then part.
The swans lower elegant necks into the murk, retrieving sunken
breadcrumbs.
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